Fsiday, February 25, 2011

b BIZ BUZZ .
OUTDOOR EXPO
SET FOR MARCH

WOODSTOCK - More than
75 exhibitors will have their
products on display March 5-6
at the Great Qutdoor Expo at
Woodstock North High School.

The expo will be from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. both day, and admis-
sior is $5 for aduits. Children 12
and younger are admitted free.

There will be a number of new
demonstrations, including and
in-pool dog water rescue, a dog
sled team show and a mala-
miute puli sled. There also will
he a hands-on casting contest
hosted by Darrell Baker and
Spence Petros, and prizes for
various age groups that have
been donated by Cabela’s.

Exhibitors will display hunting
and fishing gear, camping sup-
plies, boat and outdoor equip-
ment. The expo is sponsored by
the Woodstock Morning Rotary
Club and net proceeds will
benefit Rotary charities.

For more, visit www.greatout-
‘doorexpo.net or visit the expo’s

' *Facebook page.
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By COLIN SELBO
cselbo@shawsuburban.com

FOX LAKE - Going through a di-
vorce was not easy for Leslie Arm-
strong McLeod.

But one thing that made the difficult
experience a little easier was having a
nice, warm blanket nearby, she said.

The Fox Lake entrepreneur recently
undertook her first business venture
as a way to provide comfort to women
staying in shelters or coping with di-
vorce.

McLeod began Blanket Statements
in Novemher. Her business is based
on the concept that for every blanket
a customer purchases, another blanket

- is donated to a local woman'’s shelter.

Additionally, each donated blanket

comes with a motivational or com- -

forting quotation or message, McLeod
said.

It's the type of donation that McLeod

knows first-hand can be appreciated by
recipients.

“I just thought there has got to be
other people that feel like this and just
need some encouragement or words
of wisdom,” she said. “In that time of
need when you're escaping out of a
situation, to have something like that
to hold on to is important. It was impor-
tant to me.” _

Blanket Statements offers custom-
ers a variety of blankets to purchase
including fleeces, afghans and quilts.
McLeod stressed that people can know
that the blanket they donate is identi-
cal to the one they purchased for them-
selves.

“We're not donatmg cheaper blan-
kets,” she said.

McLeod is currently working with
A Safe Place Lake County Crisis Cen-
ter and Turning Point in McHenry

) Photo provided
Blanket Statements are available for $25
to $100. Customers can choose to add a
special message for the bianket that is do-
nated to charity when they purchase one
for themselves.

Blanket Statements -

Where: P.O. Box 495, Spring Grove.
Web: www.blanketstatements.org.
E-mail: info@blanketstatements.org. -

County. She said she did a Web search
for shelters one night and found the
sites, and Joe Kvidera at Turning Point
was the first to respond to her donation
reguest.

Last Friday, she made her first de-
livery of blankets to Turning Point.

“It was really great meeting Joe last
week, and visiting the shelier was a
humbling experience,” McLeod said.
“Joe was very warm and welcoming
and thankful to receive the goodies. 1
told him I would see him again soon
with more blankets.

_ “I am hoping as the business takes
off to add even more shelters to our
list.”

After buying a blanket, customers

Photo provided
Blanket Statements owner Leslie Armstrong MelLeod poses for a picture last week as she drops off blankets to Turnmg Point in Mcl-!enry
Blanket Statements donates one blanket to charity for every blanket it selis to a customer.

Book of Lists
now available online

The 2011 McHenry County Book of Lists is
available for download in Excel form.

The book contains lists of county companies
in 36 categories and can be bought in whole
or in part by visiting Biz-Journal.com and
clicking on the Book of Lists banner at the top
of the page.

-can select a message from a list of quo-

tations, or they can write their own
note that will accompany the donated
blanket.

For those who don’t have a need for
a new blanket, there also is an option
to donate two blankets instead of one,
she said.

“I1t’s something to hold on to. Tt’s
something to wrap around yourself,”
McLeod said of the blankets. “It's a
sign of love ... at a time when you need
that the most.”

To learn more, visit www.blanket-
statements.org.
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»» BUSINESS ROUND!

Sluggish home sales
drag on growth

WASHINGTON - Sales of ne
homes plummeted in Januar
and businesses ordered fewe
long-lasting goods. Buf the
number of people applying fc
unemployment benefits has
fallen over the past four weel
to the lowest level in two-ani
a-half years.

Together, the government
reports Thursday sketched a
mixed picture. They suggest
that the struggling housing
industry remains a drag on al
economy that's growing slov
but steadily.

The reports showed:

= New-home sales dropped
12.6 percent last month to a
seasonally adjusted annual r;
of 284,000, the Commerce
Department said. That's less
than half the pace economis
consider healthy.

» Companies’ orders for lon
lasting manufactured goods,
excluding the volatile aircraf
and auto categories, droppec
3.6 percent fast month.

« Applications for unemplo;
ment benefits dropped by
22,000 last week to a seaso!
ally adjusted 391,000, the La
Department said. It was the
third decline in four weeks.

House bill would
end foreciosure plans

WASHINGTON - The House
Financial Services Commit-
tee plans to write legislation
next week ending the Obam:
administration’s flagship effc
for helping struggling hom-
eowners avoid foreclosure ai
abolishing three other housir
assistance programs.

At its meeting next Thursd;
the highest-profite target of 1
Republican-run committee w
be the Home Affordable Mod
fication Program. The Treasu
Department has acknowledg
the program won't meet its
original goal of preventing 3
million to 4 million foreciosu
and last month a federal insg
tor general said it has been
failure.

IRS eases liens rules
WASHINGTON - The Intern
Revenue Service says it’s {ry
to help people who are strug
gling to pay delinquent tax b
50 it’s reducing the number (
property liens and easing rul
for small businesses to entes

* into installment agreements

The steps will double the

-amount of back taxes a pers

can owe before facing a pos:
sible lien. Previously, taxpay
who owed at least $5,000 ai
ignored numerous IRS notice
would get an automatic lien
placed on their property. Un
the new policy, the threshols
increased to $10,000.

- Wire rep

With February coming to a close
and the reality of spring being less
than a month away, it’s a great time
o be a member of the Woodstock
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
The chamber recently celebrated its
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around us — and an understanding of
its importance in the management
of relationships with people. The
presentation is designed to provide a
deeper understanding of the impact
one has on others.

Qionin hacine at 745 a m

ilchamber.com. You can also dow
load an application on the chambe
website at www.woodstockilcham
ber.com.

There are many benefits to be-
loanoines 10 the Wandatork chambe



